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U.S. Ranks 25th Out of 34 
OECD Countries in Math

KoreaKorea 546546
FinlandFinland 541541
SwitzerlandSwitzerland 534534
JapanJapan 529529
CanadaCanada 527527
NetherlandsNetherlands 526526
New ZealandNew Zealand 519519
BelgiumBelgium 515515
AustraliaAustralia 514514
GermanyGermany 513513
EstoniaEstonia 512512EstoniaEstonia 512512
IcelandIceland 507507
DenmarkDenmark 503503
SloveniaSlovenia 501501
NorwayNorway 498498
FranceFrance 497497
Slo ak Rep blicSlo ak Rep blic 497497Slovak RepublicSlovak Republic 497497
OECD AverageOECD Average 496496
AustriaAustria 496496
PolandPoland 495495
SwedenSweden 494494
Czech RepublicCzech Republic 493493pp
United KingdomUnited Kingdom 492492
HungaryHungary 490490
LuxembourgLuxembourg 489489

United StatesUnited States 487487
IrelandIreland 487487IrelandIreland 487487
PortugalPortugal 487487
ItalyItaly 483483
SpainSpain 483483
GreeceGreece 466466
IsraelIsrael 447447
T rkeT rke 445445TurkeyTurkey 445445
ChileChile 421421
MexicoMexico 419419

Source:Source: OECD, Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) 2009 DatabaseOECD, Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) 2009 Database
Note: Note: Scores on PISA scale of subject competency.Scores on PISA scale of subject competency.



U.S. Ranks 17th Out of 34 
OECD Countries in Science

U.S. Ranks 17th Out of 34 
OECD Countries in Science

FinlandFinland 554554
JapanJapan 539539
KoreaKorea 538538
New ZealandNew Zealand 532532
CanadaCanada 529529
E t iE t i 528528EstoniaEstonia 528528
AustraliaAustralia 527527
NetherlandsNetherlands 522522
GermanyGermany 520520
SwitzerlandSwitzerland 517517
United KingdomUnited Kingdom 514514United KingdomUnited Kingdom 514514
SloveniaSlovenia 512512
IrelandIreland 508508
PolandPoland 508508
BelgiumBelgium 507507
HungaryHungary 503503

U it d St tU it d St t 502502United StatesUnited States 502502
OECD AverageOECD Average 501501
NorwayNorway 500500
Czech RepublicCzech Republic 500500
DenmarkDenmark 499499
FranceFrance 498498
IcelandIceland 496496
SwedenSweden 495495
AustriaAustria 494494
PortugalPortugal 493493
Slovak RepublicSlovak Republic 490490Slovak RepublicSlovak Republic 490490
ItalyItaly 489489
SpainSpain 488488
LuxembourgLuxembourg 484484
GreeceGreece 470470
IsraelIsrael 455455
T kT k 454454TurkeyTurkey 454454
ChileChile 447447
MexicoMexico 416416

Source:Source: OECD, Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) 2009 DatabaseOECD, Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) 2009 Database
Note: Note: Scores on PISA scale of subject competency.Scores on PISA scale of subject competency.
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Falling Behind Global
Competition: U.S. Lags China

in Producing Engineers

China Engineering
Bachelor's Degrees
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“Th i t f d ti l hi t

Gaps on U.S. Economy

“Th i t f d ti l hi t“The persistence of ... educational achievement 
gaps imposes on the United States the 
economic equivalent of a permanent national

“The persistence of ... educational achievement 
gaps imposes on the United States the 
economic equivalent of a permanent nationaleconomic equivalent of a permanent national 
recession. The recurring annual economic 
cost of the international achievement gap is

economic equivalent of a permanent national 
recession. The recurring annual economic 
cost of the international achievement gap iscost of the international achievement gap is 
substantially larger than the deep recession 
the United States is currently experiencing.”

cost of the international achievement gap is 
substantially larger than the deep recession 
the United States is currently experiencing.”

– McKinsey & Company study
“The Economic Impact of the Achievement 

Gap in America’s Schools”
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– McKinsey & Company study

“The Economic Impact of the Achievement 
Gap in America’s Schools”p
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Investment in Infrastructure, R&D,Investment in Infrastructure, R&D,
and Education as % of GDPand Education as % of GDP

Source:  OMBSource:  OMB
Note:  Total investment outlays for major physical capital, research and development, andNote:  Total investment outlays for major physical capital, research and development, and
education and training.  2011 and 2012 estimates under President Obama's FY 2012 Budget.education and training.  2011 and 2012 estimates under President Obama's FY 2012 Budget.
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Source: The College BoardSource: The College Board
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Rising Pell Grant CostsRising Pell Grant Costs
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Obama Pell Grant ProposalObama Pell Grant Proposal
●● Maintain maximum Pell award at $5,550Maintain maximum Pell award at $5,550

●● Savings Savings within Pellwithin Pell
‒‒ Eliminate Eliminate second Pell paymentsecond Pell paymentp yp y
‒‒ Improve Improve verification of income eligibilityverification of income eligibility

●● OthOth i t f P lli t f P ll●● Other Other savings to pay for Pellsavings to pay for Pell
‒‒ End End inin--school interest deferment for school interest deferment for 

graduate studentsgraduate studentsgraduate studentsgraduate students
‒‒ Incentivize Incentivize conversion to direct lendingconversion to direct lending
‒‒ ModernizeModernize Perkins loan programPerkins loan program‒‒ Modernize Modernize Perkins loan programPerkins loan program



Importance of Education 
to U S Economy

Importance of Education 
to U S Economyto U.S. Economy

“An educated population is a key source 

to U.S. Economy
“An educated population is a key source y
of economic growth.... Broad access to 
education was, by and large, a major 
f t i th U it d St t i

of economic growth.... Broad access to 
education was, by and large, a major 
f t i th U it d St t ifactor in the United States economic 
dominance in the 20th century and in the 
creation of a broad middle class Indeed

factor in the United States economic 
dominance in the 20th century and in the 
creation of a broad middle class Indeedcreation of a broad middle class. Indeed, 
the American dream of upward mobility 
both within and across generations has

creation of a broad middle class. Indeed, 
the American dream of upward mobility 
both within and across generations hasboth within and across generations has 
been tied to access to education.”
both within and across generations has 
been tied to access to education.”

– Harvard Economists Claudia Goldin and Lawrence Katz
“Th F t f I lit Th Oth R Ed ti

– Harvard Economists Claudia Goldin and Lawrence Katz
“Th F t f I lit Th Oth R Ed ti“The Future of Inequality: The Other Reason Education

Matters So Much”
Milken Institute Review
Third Quarter 2009
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