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Source:  CBO Long-Term Budget Outlook, June 2009
Note:  CBO alternative fiscal scenario with tax cuts made permanent, AMT indexed
for inflation, and Medicare physician payments growing with higher MEI rate.
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U.S. Spends More on Health Care, U.S. Spends More on Health Care, 
But Does Not Get Better ResultsBut Does Not Get Better Results

● Ranked last among 19 industrialized 
countries in preventable deaths

● Ranked last among 19 industrialized 
countries in preventable deathsp

● Shorter than average life 

p

● Shorter than average life 
expectancies compared to other 
industrialized nations 
expectancies compared to other 
industrialized nations 

● One of the highest rates of medical ● One of the highest rates of medical 
errorserrors
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Promotes choice and● Promotes choice and 
competition

● Promotes choice and 
competitionp

● Reduces deficits and ● Reduces deficits and 
controls costscontrols costs

● Expands coverage● Expands coverage

f● Improves quality of care● Improves quality of care
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current law....
2019] relative to those projected under 
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“... CBO anticipates that the proposal would 
probably continue to reduce budget deficits 
“... CBO anticipates that the proposal would 
probably continue to reduce budget deficits 
relative to those under current law in 
subsequent decades.”
relative to those under current law in 
subsequent decades.”
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September 16, 2009
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